
 

 Feeding the Hungry and Sheltering the 

Homeless since 1968 

   Volume 39 Issue 7                       A monthly publication                           September 2024 

Calling all heroes of hope! Time is running out, and we need YOU to join us for 

our 51st Annual Walk for the Hungry and Homeless! Grab your walking 
shoes, your friends, and family, and meet us for this year’s event:  
 

Saturday, October 5, 2024 
8 a.m. Registration/Check-in * 9 a.m. Walk Begins 

Claremont Colleges Services (101 S. Mills Ave, Claremont) 
 

Together, we’ll take powerful steps toward ending hunger and homelessness in 
our community. 

 
Why Walk? 
Your participation helps Inland Valley Hope Partners 
raise the critical funds needed to provide food, shelter, 
and hope to our neighbors in need. By taking part in our 
5K Walk, you’re becoming a hero for the families and 
individuals relying on our services.  
 
Event Highlights: 
• Hero Cuffs for Every Registered Walker: As a special 

thank you, all registered walkers will receive a set of 
Hope Partners’ hero cuffs—your badge of honor for 
joining the fight! 

• Fun for All Ages: Enjoy free popcorn and balloons, face 
painting, live music, and other family-friendly activities 
that make this event a perfect outing for everyone. 

 
Multiply Your Impact: 
Want to take your participation to the next level? Create a 
personal fundraising page and rally your friends, family, co-
workers, and faith community to support this cause. Every 
dollar raised goes directly toward providing food and shelter 
for those who need it most. Imagine the difference we can 
make together! 
 
Register Today: 
Visit www.InlandValleyHopePartners.org to register and start 
fundraising. For hard-copy materials or additional resources, 
please contact Misa Martinez, Director of Development and 
Communication, at 909-622-3806, x105, or 
email misam@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org.  
 

 

Calendar of Events/
Activities 

Adopt A Family………..….……...…August—December 2024 

Walk for the Hungry & Homeless……......October 5, 2024 

Newsletter Mailing………...………...….…..October 15, 2024 

 
 

Call or email office for bold events (need volunteers)! 
909-622-3806, x108;  

vcoordinator@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org 

www.inlandvalleyhopepartners.org 

Last Call: Lace Up for Hope! Join Us at the  
51st Annual Walk for the Hungry and Homeless! 

mailto:vcoordinator@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org
http://www.inlandvalleyhopepartners.org/
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Administration/Housing 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 am-6:00 

Who We Are ... 
Celebrating over 50 years of commitment, Inland Valley Hope Partners 
serves over 75,000 men, women and children each year through “Our 
House” family residential shelter; and Rapid Re-Housing; BETA, 
SOVA, Claremont, San Dimas and South Pomona food pantries; and 
the Pomona Farmers’ Market throughout 13 communities including 
Chino, Chino Hills, Claremont, Diamond Bar, La Verne, Montclair, Mt. 
Baldy, Ontario, Pomona, Rancho Cucamonga, San Dimas, Upland, 

and Walnut.  The shelter houses five families for up to 90 days.  The food pantries distribute five days worth of 
food per person to no and low income families.  Clients may come once every 30 days.  The Farmers Market 
operates every Saturday morning and accepts WIC and EBT cards.  Begun in 1968 as the Pomona Council of 
Churches, today the non-profit is a collaboration of faith communities, businesses, community groups, and 
individuals who care about their neighbors.   

 

Hope Partners marked the conclusion of our 2023/24 Fiscal 
Year with our Annual Meeting on June 26th. The meeting 
was open to all partners in our mission to feed the hungry 
and shelter the homeless and included a brief report on the 
agency’s recent accomplishments, financial health and 
upcoming goals. New Board officers and members were 
also elected at the meeting.  
 
Ron Bolding, current President/CEO of Pilgrim Place in 
Claremont, has returned for his third and final year as 
Board Chair. Dr. Donna Bernard is also returning as our Board’s Vice Chair while 
Judith Mussatto and Rosalio Ulloa are assuming the roles of Secretary and Treasurer 
respectively.   
 
New (but not unfamiliar!) faces were also elected to our Board of Directors. They are 
Peggy Constantine, retired educator (fun fact: Peggy was actually MY kindergarten 
teacher!); Jamie Gibson, Enrolled Agent of JAAG Financial Services; and Rosalio 
Ulloa, 1st VP / Sr. Portfolio Manager at Pacific Premier Bank. We are excited to see 
what fresh insights and expertise they will each bring to the governance of Inland 
Valley Hope Partners, and we hope to introduce them more to you in the coming 
months. Members Gabriel DeLuna, Dr. Massie Hazegh, Dain Pankratz, and 
Ehmandah Ramsey will remain on as members of our board for the 24/25 fiscal year, 
as well.  
 
We also utilized the Annual Meeting as an opportunity to thank our outgoing Board 
Treasurer Rev. Mike Fronk for his stellar job leading the Finance Committee for the 
past seven years. He is a vast wealth of institutional knowledge and will be greatly 
missed on the board. Long-time board members Tony Soto, Katherine Hage, and 
Craig Chisolm also rolled off the board. We are grateful to them for their service and 
friendship during their terms.  
 
Thank you to all who attended the Annual Meeting, and my deepest gratitude to all 
our Board Members for your service. 
 

Blessings!  

Kami Grosvenor  
President/CEO 
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Dust off your pointy ears and elf costumes because it’s time for Santa’s helpers to get 
to work! As we enter the fall season, Inland Valley Hope Partners’ annual Adopt A 
Family Program is gearing up for another year of holiday magic. This year, we are 
aiming to adopt over 100 families who are struggling to provide the basic necessities of 
food and housing for their children. With your help, these families can experience the 
joy and warmth of the holiday season. 
 
What is the Adopt A Family Program? 
The Adopt A Family Program connects generous community members like you with 
families in need. Each family submits a “wish list” that includes essential items and 
special requests to make the holiday season memorable for their children. Whether it's 
planning a festive family dinner or wrapping gifts to place under the tree, your support 
makes a huge difference. 
 
How Does It Work? 
• Adopt a Family: We have wish lists for families of various sizes and compositions 

ready for adoption. Simply let us know your preferences (such as a family of four or 
a family with teenagers), and we’ll match you with a family that closely aligns with 
your criteria. 

• Receive a Family Profile: Once matched, you’ll receive a profile that includes 
details about the family along with wish lists and clothing sizes for each child. Use 
this information to guide your shopping and make the holidays brighter for your 
adopted family. 

• Spread the Joy: You can adopt a family as an individual or involve your family, 
friends, coworkers, faith community, or any other group to make an even bigger 
impact. 

 
Why Participate? 
Participating in the Adopt A Family Program is a rewarding and heartwarming 
experience for both donors and recipient families. It’s an opportunity to give back and 
make the holiday season special for local families who are going through tough times. 
Your generosity ensures that parents can create magical holiday moments for their 
children, moments that many of us often take for granted. 
 
How You Can Help: 
To make a difference this holiday season, or to learn more about the Adopt A Family 
Program, please contact Misa Martinez, Director of Development & Communication, at 
909-622-3806, x105, or via email at misam@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org. Your 
support can bring joy, hope, and a bit of holiday magic to a family in need.  

Calling All Santa’s Helpers 
Adopt A Family for the 2024 Holiday Season! 



Do you designate your Ralphs rewards?  Please consider designating them to Hope 
Partners. That way you can help us feed the hungry by buying your own groceries! Simply 
visit www.ralphs.com. Once logged into your Ralphs account, you can search for INLAND 
VALLEY HOPE PARTNERS either by name or by our Non-Profit Organization number 
WG044 and then click Enroll. New users will need to create an account which requires 
some basic information, a valid email address, and a rewards card. 
 
Matching gifts is a form of corporate philanthropy which allows companies to match their 
employees’ donations to nonprofits. Companies will match their employees’ donations at a 1:1, 2:1, 
or even 3:1 ratio, effectively maximizing the impact of a single eligible donation. Your HR Dept. will 
typically be able to assist you access your company’s matching gifts program.  

Other Ways to Give 

Don’t forget, Hope Partners is offering our supporters three POW
-erful ways to participate in this year’s Walk for the Hungry and 
Homeless! See if any of these ideas are a good fit for you and 
your team: 
  

Present a Community Fair Booth - Community groups are 

invited to sponsor a booth to showcase their brand or services. 
This is a great opportunity for fellow non-profits, faith 
communities, service clubs, schools, and even businesses to 
market themselves to those in attendance. Space is free, but all 
booths must include an activity or craft for children in attendance 
to enjoy. Sales of any item on-site will not be permitted at this 
time.  
 

Sponsor A Route Sign - A route sign is a 2 X 3’ sign featuring 

your own customized message that will be displayed along the 
route of the 5K Walk for the Hungry and Homeless. Priced at 
$250, a route sign is a wonderful way to draw attention to your 
message and support the children and families Hope Partners 
serves. Your donation will help provide 10 local families with 
enough staple foods to sustain them for about a week!   
 

Host a Hunger Action Month Food Drive - Did you know 

that September is Hunger Action Month? Hope Partners has 
created the perfect Food Drive calendar to help you be a 
Superhero in the fight against hunger and homelessness for the 
whole month leading up to the Walk. Simply organize a food drive 
following the themes outlined on our website and then bring your 
collected food items with you to the Walk for the Hungry and 
Homeless on Saturday, October 5th!  
 

For more information on any of these opportunities, please visit 
our website at www.InlandValleyHopePartners.org or contact 
Misa Martinez at 909.622.3806, x105 or 
misam@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org.  

Alternative Ways to Support the  
Walk for the Hungry and Homeless! 

“Our House” Family Shelter  
Success Story 

For seven long years, Ebony and her daughter went 
from shelter to shelter, battling the trials of 
homelessness and struggling to find stability amidst 
a sea of hardship. The weight of domestic violence 
from her past had left deep scars, and without any 
family to turn to, Ebony found herself at a 
crossroads. Despite her self-doubt and fear, Ebony 
knew she deserved a better life and reached out to 
Inland Valley Hope Partners for help.  
 
Here, at the “Our House” Family Shelter, Ebony 
finally began her journey of healing. The road has 
not been easy—therapy was challenging, and 
progress felt slow at first. However, with the support 
of our case manager and a newfound determination, 
she began to see a glimmer of hope. The shelter 
provided her a safe haven and vital access to 
essential resources and programs. Ebony resumed 
her schooling and secured a well-paying job. Ebony’s 
daughter, who had struggled with the instability of 
their situation, began to flourish once more. Back in 
therapy and feeling safe and secure, she excelled 
academically and embraced her teenage years with 
renewed energy. The transformation has been 
profound.   
 
With the aid of Hope Partners’ Rapid Re-Housing 

Program, Ebony and her daughter recently moved 

into a new apartment in San Bernardino County, 

marking a significant milestone in their journey from 

homelessness to stability. Ebony shares that she is 

truly grateful for the people who have believed in 

her and helped her get to this new chapter in her 

life—one filled with hope, stability, and the promise 

of a brighter future! 

file:///H:/www.ralphs.com


As September rolls in, the days are getting shorter, and the nights are 
growing colder. For our unhoused neighbors, the cooler fall weather brings 
additional challenges. Inland Valley Hope Partners is calling on our 
compassionate community to help us provide essential comfort and care 
during this time by donating hygiene kits, snack kits, and blankets. 
 
How You Can Help: 

• Hygiene Kits: Include travel-sized toiletries like soap, shampoo, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, and hand sanitizers. 

• Snack Kits: Fill them with non-perishable, easy-to-eat items such as 
granola bars, nuts, dried fruit, and bottled water. 

• Blankets: New or gently used blankets can provide much-
needed warmth on chilly nights. 

 
Your donations go a long way in providing dignity and relief to 
those who are struggling. Let’s come together to support our 
unhoused neighbors and make sure they have the essentials to 
stay warm and comfortable as we transition into the colder 
months. 

 
Where to Donate:  
Drop off your donations at our administration office in Pomona 
or contact us at 909-622-3806, x105 for more information. Your 
generosity makes a difference, and together, we can bring 
warmth and hope to those in need. 

Are you looking for a way to make a direct impact in your community?  
We need your time and skills! Inland Valley Hope Partners is seeking 
volunteers to assist with operations at our food pantry locations and to 
help us prepare and mail newsletters to our supporters. Volunteering with 
us is not just about giving back; it’s about growing, learning, and 
connecting with your community. 
 
If you wish to volunteer, please contact our Development team at 
misam@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org or (909) 622-3896, x105 to learn 
more about our volunteer opportunities and to fill out a volunteer 
application. Every hour you donate brings great relief and support to those 
in need. Whether through donations or volunteering, your involvement is 
crucial. Join us in making a difference today and see the direct impact of 
your generosity in the lives of our neighbors! 

Get Involved with Our Mission! 

Help Keep Our Unhoused Neighbors Warm and Cared for This Fall 

Our Chino Food Distribution Has a New Location! 
Our monthly food distribution in the City of Chino has moved! Consecrated Bible 
Church will be continuing their partnership with us at their new home at 13971 
Ramona Ave., Suite A in Chino. The distribution will still take place on the 3rd 
Saturday of the month beginning at 10 a.m. New location, same great service!           
For more information, contact our Food Security Program at 909-622-3806.  
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In Memory Of 
 

Mary Ball Williams 
By: Elisabeth Walker 

 
Mary V. Ball 

By: Elisabeth Walker 
 

Harry Brunger 
By: Marilyn Brunger 

 
Tim Constantine (in honor of 
David Constantine & Chanda 

Betourney’s wedding) 
By: Mika Ikeda 

 
Robert Galloway’s Birthday 

By: Eric Malstrom 
 

A.J. Lai 
By: Maria Lai 

 
Doug MacKenzie 

By: Barbara MacKenzie 
 

Carol J. Varnes 
By: Oliver Varnes 

 
Linda Vogel 

By: Dwight Vogel 
 

In Honor Of 
 

Rhonda Barnes 
By: Mary Barnes 

 
Carolyn Loper 

By: Jerry & Anna Bedford 

 
 

Planned gifts provide a 
meaningful way of making an 

impact on Hope Partners’ 
future while maximizing your 

philanthropic and financial 
goals.  

 
For more information on 

planned giving opportunities, 
give us a call at  
909-622-3806.  
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Purpose Church 
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Connie Elliot 
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Cecilia Trucking 
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