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Dust off your pointy ears and elf costume because it is time for Santa’s helpers to get to work!  
Though it is only early Fall, Inland Valley Hope Partners’ annual Adopt a Family Program is already 
well underway. We have “wish lists” for more than 100 families waiting to be “adopted” for the 
2023 holiday season. These are families who struggle just to provide the basic necessities of food 
and housing for their children. These parents would like to plan the big family dinner, wrap and 
share gifts with their children and do all those other special things that make the season so 

magical, yet they are challenged with needing just the essential items that we so often take for 
granted. That’s where YOU come in!  

 
How does it work? Hope Partners has “wish lists” for families of all 

different sizes and compositions for you 
to “adopt”. You let us know your 
preferences (i.e., a family of four or a 
family with older children), and we 
match you with the family that most 
closely matches your criteria. We 
send you a family profile complete 

with information on the family as well as wish lists and clothing sizes for each child in 
the household. You use the wishes to help guide you in your shopping, and the families 
are blessed with the items you donate to them.  
 
Participating in the Adopt a Family Program is truly a rewarding and life-changing 
experience for our donors and recipient families alike! You can adopt a 
family as an individual or get your family, friends, co-workers, faith 
community or other group involved and make a difference for local families 
this Christmas. If you are interested in making the holidays special for a 
family in need, please contact Hope Partners’ Development & Volunteer 
Relations Associate, Cirenia “CC” Cuevas, at 909-622-3806, x108 or 
cc@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org.  

 Calendar of Events/
Activities 

 

Farmers’ Market…….……………..............….Every Saturday 

Adopt a Family Program.…….….October-December 2023 

Thanksgiving Give-Aways…………………....November 2023 
 

Call or email office for bold events (need volunteers)! 
909-622-3806, x108;  

vcoordinator@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org 

www.inlandvalleyhopepartners.org 

Calling All Santa’s Helpers!  

Thank You to Our  

 

Inland Valley Hope Partners would like to thank each and 
every hero who participated and supported this year’s 
50th Annual Walk for the Hungry and Homeless! This 
edition of the newsletter is being printed almost 
simultaneously to the walk event so totals, photos, and 
other information is not yet available. We look forward 
to sharing all of that with you next month. Thank you!  
 
 

Walk for the hungry 
& homeless heroes! 
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Administration/Housing 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 am-6:00 

Who We Are ... 
Celebrating over 50 years of commitment, Inland Valley Hope Partners 
serves over 75,000 men, women and children each year through “Our 
House” family residential shelter; and Rapid Re-Housing; BETA, 
SOVA, Claremont, San Dimas and South Pomona food pantries; and 
the Pomona Farmers’ Market throughout 13 communities including 
Chino, Chino Hills, Claremont, Diamond Bar, La Verne, Montclair, Mt. 
Baldy, Ontario, Pomona, Rancho Cucamonga, San Dimas, Upland, 

and Walnut.  The shelter houses five families for up to 90 days.  The food pantries distribute five days worth of 
food per person to no and low income families.  Clients may come once every 30 days.  The Farmers Market 
operates every Saturday morning and accepts WIC and EBT cards.  Begun in 1968 as the Pomona Council of 
Churches, today the non-profit is a collaboration of faith communities, businesses, community groups, and 
individuals who care about their neighbors.   

 

The last few months have been super busy here at Hope Partners! 
One of the activities we’ve been excited about was the opportunity 
to again partner with our friends at City of Hope. The organization 
has been a strong supporter of our work over the years both as a 
funder and a collaborator. In 2018 and again in 2022 they granted 
us funding through their Healthy Living Grant Program to help 
increase the fresh produce consumption of our clients in Pomona.  
 
On October 5th, we collaborated with their team to conduct the 2nd Annual Produce for 
Patients Event at their Upland location. This food give-away event is so important 
because studies have shown that many cancer patients report experiencing “serious 
financial hardship” during their first year of diagnosis. A recent Kaiser Family 
Foundation survey found that cancer patients describe having to drain their savings, 
buy less food, and change their living situations as a result of the financial chaos. 
Healthy eating is absolutely critical in fighting cancer, but while health insurance covers 
the cost of life-saving drugs, it does not currently pay for healthy foods. The Produce 
for Patients event provided 250 patients and their families with a large bag bursting 
with fresh vegetables and fruits as well as non-perishable food items supplied by our 
Sova Program Center. Patients were grateful for the help and shared the generosity 
brought them a little joy during a stressful and tenuous season in their lives. We were 
so blessed to play a part in this outreach.  
 
As a final display of radical association with our 
mission, City of Hope’s 
Community Benefit 
Director Nancy Clifton-
Hawkins shared the great 
news with me in 
September that Hope 
Partners has been 
selected for an unsolicited 
grant of $10,000 to help 
fund our efforts to feed 
our community! Thank 
you so much to City of Hope for your amazing 
partnership! 
 
Blessings! 

Kami Grosvenor  
President/CEO 
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The holiday season provides the perfect 
opportunity for families and friends to 
gather and celebrate with lively 
decorations, feasts, and gift exchanges. It’s 
often easy to forget there are many 
families in the community who are 
struggling just to put food on the table. 
The expense of a turkey or ham and all the 
trimmings for a holiday meal, especially 
with today’s 
inflation, is simply 
too costly for 
many of our low-
income neighbors.  
 
Join Inland Valley 
Hope Partners to 
help make the 
holidays more 
joyful for our less-
fortunate 
neighbors. Here are a few ways you can support Hope Partners and those we serve this 
holiday season:  
 
Holiday Food Drives: Many wonderful partners throughout our community host food 
drives on behalf of Hope Partners during this joyous time of the year. Some of our most 
needed items include:  
  
 Staple Foods: peanut butter, chili beans, spaghetti sauce, rice, soup (can or 
 package), beans, canned meat, baby food, canned chicken, baby formula, 
 canned vegetables, canned tuna, cereal, macaroni and cheese, water, and pasta 
  
 Holiday Food Items: canned vegetables (corn, peas, carrots, yams, green beans, 

etc.), cranberries/cranberry sauce, boxed stuffing, 
potatoes (boxed), and grocery store gift cards to 
purchase ham or turkey  
 
General Toy Drives: In addition to our Adopt a 
Family Program, Hope Partners regularly hosts 
holiday toy give-away events for children at our 
local food pantries. You can help by collecting new 
and unwrapped toys for children of all ages. Recruit 
co-workers, family members, and friends to bring 
joy to local children in need. We request all toy 
donations be delivered by December 7th, if possible.  
 
If you are interested in hosting your own drive, 
please contact Cirenia “CC” Cuevas, at 909-622-
3806, x108 or cc@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org for 
more information.  

Help Provide A Struggling Family With HOPE This 
Holiday Season! 

Even Santa joined in the fun at a 
previous holiday event at our Beta 

Program Center in Pomona.  

More than 600 families received 
turkeys, hams, and other food 
supplies as part of last year’s 
holiday food give-away events  



Do you designate your Ralphs rewards?  Please consider designating them to 
Inland Valley Hope Partners. That way you can help us feed the hungry by 
buying your own groceries! Simply visit www.ralphs.com. Once logged into your 
Ralphs account, you can search for INLAND VALLEY HOPE PARTNERS either by 
name or by our Non-Profit Organization number WG044 and then click Enroll. 
New users will need to create an account which requires some basic 
information, a valid email address, and a rewards card. 
 
Matching gifts is a form of corporate philanthropy which allows companies to match their 
employees’ donations to nonprofits. Companies will match their employees’ donations at a 1:1, 
2:1, or even 3:1 ratio, effectively maximizing the impact of a single eligible donation. Your HR 
Dept. will typically be able to assist you access your company’s matching gifts program.  

Other Ways to Give 

Bridges to Home & St. Anthony’s Church Help Families Exiting 
Homelessness Establish Homes 

Hope Partners collaborates with many local organizations to ensure the success of our clients. This month we wanted to 
highlight the Bridges to Home ministry of St. Anthony’s Catholic Church which continues to bless our housing clients 
through their hard work and generosity. The organization works with local service providers including Inland Valley Hope 
Partners, House of Ruth, the Veterans’ Administration, and others to identify households moving from homelessness to 
permanent, stable housing. Bridges to Home then labors to help the families and individuals transition into a place of their 
own by providing furniture, bedding, lamps, tables, plates, and all those other items that turn an empty apartment into a 
home. Without their assistance, many of these families would be sleeping on the floor while they saved up to make these 
purchases. Since the ministry’s founding in 2013, Bridges to Home has helped furnish the homes of more than 417 
households!!! Bridges to Home’s work is a true blessing to our clients and to those from other local agencies with whom 
the organization collaborates.  
 
Inland Valley Hope Partners is so very grateful to St. Anthony’s Church and the Bridges to Home Program for the generosity 
they show to our families transitioning from homelessness and into stable, sustainable housing. Thank you to everyone 
who has donated items and to all the volunteers who make these moves happen. If you would like to donate gently used 
furniture or household goods in support of this program, please contact Sharon Eazell at 909-982-4885. Please remember 
that the group has limited storage space and may not be able to accept items right away. Also, most clients move into small 
apartments, thus large sofas, dining tables and other large items will often not fit in the apartments. We thank Bridges to 
Home for all their hard work and assistance they’ve 
provided our families! 

Above and to the right are just a few photos from the many 
homes Bridges to Home has furnished and families they’ve 
assisted during their decade of service to the community.  



Sadly, Hope Partners’ Our House Family Shelter has been 
without a playground for more than a year. The shelter’s 
previous equipment had been so well-loved that the wear 
and tear of more than a decade of use finally got the 
better of it. But, thanks to the generosity of our partners 
at Los Angeles County Department of Public Social 
Services, our shelter yard is home once again to a 
beautiful, sturdy, new playground. We are so excited to 
again allow our young shelter clients to get physical 
activity utilizing this swing set. The playground allows 
them to just be a kid and escape from the stress they’ve 
endured during their experiences with homelessness. 
Thank you to LA County DPSS and to our staff Isaac and 
Kevin for volunteering their time to put the playground 
together!  

Our House Family Shelter  
Gets a New Playground 

Giving Hope on Giving Tuesday 

Partners ($1,000.00 to 
$1,000,000.00)  

Claremont Community 
Church of the Nazarene  

CrossPoint Christian 
Reformed Church  

Maria Lai 
Marcus Leh / Paula 

Frederick 
Stanley Fink and Lisa 

Smolen 
Michael & Agnes McGaha 
Jack and Diane Schuster 

Stater Bros. Markets  
Pat & Mark Warren Family 

Foundation 
 

Associates ($500.00 to 
$999.99)  

Linda Bonn 
Claremont Presbyterian 

Church  
Linda Soucy Collins 

Bruce and Laura Corigliano 
Robert & Karen Dalton 

Vincent A. Goymerac DDS, 

Inc. - Rancho Dentistry 
Richard & Luann Jensen 

Annie King 
La Verne Heights 

Presbyterian Church  
John and Mary 

Ellen Montgomery 
Christine Moore 

Louis & Joy Shaup 
Upland Christian Church 

Ellen Low Webster 
 

Pace Setters ($250.00 to 
$499.99)  

Anthony Becker 
Gerald & Berkley Davis 

Gerald & Margery Goldman 
John A. Howell 
Jeralyn Klasik 

Northminster Presbyterian 
Church  

Dain Pankratz 
Pomona Fellowship Church 

of the Brethren 
(continued) 

Celebrated on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving and the 
widely recognized shopping events Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday, Giving Tuesday kicks off the charitable season, 
when many focus on their holiday and end-of-year giving.  
 
Start the season of gift giving with a charitable donation to 
Hope Partners on Tuesday, November 27th! This year Hope 
Partners has again decided to use Giving Tuesday to collect 
hygiene items for our homeless bags. Items needed 
include: toilet paper, baby wipes, toothbrush, toothpaste, 
shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, body wash, hand soap, 
and lotion (for women, men, and children). Travel size 
would be fantastic! Bottled water is also appreciated as 
our homeless clients don’t always have access to water for 
washing. We will collect these items on Giving Tuesday at 
our administrative offices (1753 N Park Ave in Pomona) or 
you can make a monetary donation in support of Hope 
Partners and our mission to feed the hungry and shelter 
the homeless on our website at  
www.inlandvalleyhopepartners.org.  

Like many who find their way to our shelter, Elisha* has had 
a tough life. A lifetime survivor of abuse, she described 
herself as broken and wounded. Elisha shared that she 
previously had dreams of being a writer and poet so she 
could inspire women who had gone through similar 
traumatic experiences. But now she found herself estranged 
from her son, sleeping in her car, and in need of shelter.    
 
The Our House program provided her with a safe place to 
stay and a team to listen and assist her in working through 
her challenges to forge a path forward. They helped her 
reconnect with her son, supported her in her employment, 
and helped secure a placement in a nearby transitional 
housing program. Elisha says she is starting to believe in 
herself and even dream again. We are proud of her success 
and wish her nothing but blessings!         *Name changed 
 
 
 

Housing Success Story  



 
 

Pace Setters ($250.00 to 
$499.99)  

(continued) 
Smart & Final Charitable 

Foundation 
Todd Memorial Chapel -

 John Todd 
A. Christine Willis 
Suzanne Wojcik 

 
Contributors ($100.00 to 

$249.99)  
Judith Aboufares 
Monica R. Awad 

Kathy A Beauchamp 
Robert C Benza 
Denis Bertone 

Kevin & Sharonda Bishop 
Margo Boss 

Rick & Jenifer Braun 
Carol Bremer 
Susan Cave 

Barbara Coates 
Peggy Constantine 

Priscilla Constantine 
James Dwyer 

Robert & Carole Dyer 
W. Brian Ebersole 

Christine Elliott 
Scott Evenbeck 

Michael & Emily Fay 
First Presbyterian Church of 

Upland 
Fontana Recycling Center 

Nadine Garica 
Teresita Gomez 
Ms Linda Gunter 

Bonnie & Tom Helliwell 
Susan Herndon - Signs by 

Susan 
Mary Heyl 

William Jones 
George & Alice Kerner - 

Kerner Family Trust 
Patricia Kersbergen 

& Marylyn Jones 
Linda & Robert Liebing 

Cheryl & Russ Loar 
Ward & Lois McAfee 

Network for Good 
Our Lady of the Assumption 

Catholic Church 
Ellen Polamero 

Theodore and Carol Powl 
Michele Ritchie 

Larry & Jeanine Robertson 
Timothy and Neva Root 

Andreas & Colleen Salomon 
Eileen Senner 

Leon Silberberger 
John Stamp 

Suzette Stetzer 
Keith and Linda Tennis 

John R. Townswick 
Elise & Dave Tubbs 

Keith and Sandra Tygum 
Jess and Susan Villa 
Ted & Wytske Visser 

Dwight Vogel 
Max and Marilyn Williams 

Teresa F Wilson 
 

Explorers ($50.00-$99.99) 
Wendy Bayer 

Patricia A. Beswick 
Anne Brower  

Diane Deal 
John Denham 

Eugenia M Elliott 
Marcia Ellison 
Carol Fishburn 

R. Lewis Fry 
Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church  
Paula Hui 

Roger Johnson 
Rita Kent 

Patricia Light 
Dieter & Monika Lodder 

James Meriwether Jr. 

Mary Jean Neault and Mike 
Sutton 

Noel & Irma Nazareno 
Arthur and Sandra Parker 
Ms M. Eileen Prendergast 

Deborah Pruitt 
Nancy L Rice 

James and Nancy Taylor 
Letha and Glenn Trost 

 
Others ($0.01- $49.99) 
Nicole Abea - Hopeless 

Records 
Eman Abohebeish 

John F. and Barbara 
P. Anderson 

Marilyn Brunger 
Scott & Maria Duncan 

Marilyn Eng  
Annamarie Espinosa 

Kenneth Frank  
Revs. Michael & Julie Fronk  

Jim and Ann Frye 
Rose Ash and Glenn 

Goodwin 
Patricia Hardy 
Mary Jane Hill 

Lucille Terry Hobart 
Terry and Cynthia Hofferth 

David Lutz 
Barbara MacKenzie 

Eric Malstrom 
Laura and Sean Mulroy  

Glenda Pierron 
Christine Ramirez 

Deen Reilly 
Yoel Silashi  

Patrick Smith - Patrick Smith 
Consulting 

Joyce Kirk Moore and Tom 
Moore 

Oliver Varnes Jr. 
Elisabeth Walker 

 
 

In Memory Of 
 

Mary Ball Williams 
By: Elisabeth Walker 

 
Mary V. Ball 

By: Elisabeth Walker 
 

Harry Brunger 
By: Marilyn Brunger 

 
Maxine Denham 
By: John Denham 

 
A.J. Lai 

By: Maria Lai 
 

Doug Mackenzie 
By: Barbara MacKenzie 

 
Toshio Shimamoto 

By: Bruce and Laura 
Corigliano 

 
Carol J. Varnes 

By: Oliver Varnes 
 

Linda Vogel 
By: Dwight Vogel 

 
 

In Honor Of 
 

Rick Dean 
By: Joyce Kirk Moore and Tom 

Moore 
 

Eric Hall's Birthday 
By: Eric Malstrom 

 
Joe Wojcik's Anniversary 

By: Suzanne Wojcik 

Planned gifts provide a meaningful way of making a significant impact toward the future sustainability of 
Inland Valley Hope Partners while maximizing your philanthropic and financial goals. Planned giving takes 

many forms including bequests, gifts of life insurance, and charitable remainder trusts.  
 

For more information on planned giving opportunities, give us a call at 909-622-3806.  
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Gift-In-Kind Donations for August 

Admin/Our House 
Beta Mu Delta Kappa Gamma 

Charles Cable 
CVS Pharmacy 
Cypress Flores 

First Christian Church - Pomona 
First United Methodist Church, 

Upland 
HomeAid IE 
Mark Carson 

Olivia & Rayven 
People United for Christ 

Susan Villa 
 

Beta 
Emerson Village 

Food Recovery Network Pomona 
College 

La Verne Church of the Brethren 
Loni  

Monte Vista Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation 

Pilgrim Place Claremont 
Pomona College 

Pomona Fellowship Church of the 
Brethren  

Purpose Church  
Rita Bramhall 

 

Claremont 
City of Claremont 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  
Linda & Bob Liebing 

 

San Dimas 
Carolyn Gomm 

Claremont Community Church 
House of Joy 

San Dimas United Methodist Church 
San Dimas Senior Citizen Club 

 

Sova 
Albertson's #3520 

Amy's Farm 

Badgers St. Western Topco 
EV Free Church of Diamond Bar 

First United Methodist Church of 
Upland 

Judith Oschsner 
Kaiser Permanente Ontario Campus 

Key Impact Sales & System 
Minute Maid Florida 

Pilgrims Pride Fresh Carrier, Inc.  
States Logistics #4 
Superior  Grocers 
Torn & Glasser Inc 

Toyota North America  
True Leaf 

Tyson Foods Inc. 
 

Evergreen  
Community Partners 4 Innovation—

Lopez Urban Farm  
 


