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Calendar of Events/Activities 

Golf Tournament………………………………………May 14, 2015 
Food Drive………………………………………..May 16 & 17, 2015 
Volunteer Orientation………………………….….May  30, 2015 
Constantine Garden…………………………………..June 6 , 2015 
Newsletter Mailing……………………………………..June 9, 2015 
Volunteer Orientation……………………………...June 10, 2015 
Volunteer Orientation……………………………...June 27, 2015 
Walk for the Hungry…………………………...October 11, 2015 

 

call or email office for bold events (need volunteers)! 
909.622.3806, #108;  

vcoordinator@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org 
www.inlandvalleyhopepartners.org 

Hope Partners Honors Volunteers 
Hope Partners’ Annual Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon took place on Friday, 
April 24th at the First Christian Church of Pomona’s Fellowship Hall. We had a 
very successful turn out, with over 75 volunteers in attendance.  It was great 
seeing all the different faces from all the different program sites in which they 
volunteer. 

As we mentioned at the Luncheon-and will continue to mention-we 
appreciate every single one of you and the dedication you have to Hope 
Partners and those we serve!  The luncheon provides our staff the chance to 
thank you, our wonderful team of volunteers, and recognize a select few 
volunteers as our Volunteers of the Year.  Our honorees are those who have 
stood out for their commitment and service to the hungry and homeless.  
Several of our honorees have partnered with our agency for decades!  A 
complete list of our 2015 Volunteers of the Year is included below.    

We would not be able to do everything we do without your support. The hard 
work you do for Inland Valley Hope Partners is greatly appreciated and we 
cannot thank you enough for everything you do to help the hungry and 
homeless in the community!   We’d also like to thank Pappas Artisanal for the 
great food and Peggy Constantine for designing the event’s beautiful 

centerpieces.   

Thank you again to all our volunteers and congratulations 
to our Volunteers of the Year! 

Volunteers of the Year  

Tim Constantine—Founders Award Winner 

Magdalena Yepes—Claremont Food Pantry 

Candy Beecher—Sova Food Pantry 

Lisa Kopanke—San Dimas Food Pantry 

Naomi Figueroa—Beta Food Pantry 

Adriana Fernandez—Our House 

Rita Kent—Administration 

Craig Whitenack—Certified Farmers’ Market 

Ed Walsh—Constantine Garden 

La Verne Heights Presbyterian—Faith Community  

Perera Construction—Business 

Founders Award Winner Tim Constantine poses 
for a celebratory picture with Hope Partners’ 
Board Chair Sharonda White and CEO Wytske 

Visser.  Constantine was recognized for his 
legacy of giving to our agency, our clients and 
the community.  Besides being a member of 

our Board, he is an active member of our Golf 
Tournament Planning Committee, volunteers 

at our San Dimas Center and is the founder and 
operator of the Constantine Family Garden.   



Who We Are ... 
Celebrating over 45 years of commitment, Inland Valley Hope Partners 
serves over 80,000 men, women and children each year through “Our 
House” family residential shelter; BETA, SOVA, Claremont  and San 
Dimas food pantries; and the Pomona Farmers’ Market throughout 13 
communities including Chino, Chino Hills, Claremont, Diamond Bar, La 
Verne, Montclair, Mt. Baldy, Ontario, Pomona, Rancho Cucamonga, 
San Dimas, Upland, and Walnut.  The shelter houses eight families for up 

to 90 days.  The food pantries distribute five days worth of food per person to no and low income families.  
Clients may come once every 30 days.  The Farmers Market operates every Saturday morning and accepts WIC 
and EBT cards.  Begun in 1968 as the Pomona Council of Churches, today the non-profit is a collaboration of 
faith communities, businesses, community groups, and individuals who care about their neighbors.   
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ADMINISTRATION/HOUSING 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Thursday 8:00 am - 6:00 pm 
 

President/CEO 
Wytske G. Visser, x101 

wytskev@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org  
 

Office/Fiscal Administrator 
Yvonne West, x102 

yvonnew@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org  
 

Fiscal/Grants Administration  
Assistant 

 Marianne Vander Meulen, x103 
mariannev@ 

inlandvalleyhopepartners.org  

 
Director of Development &  

Communication 
Kami Newman x105 

kamin@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org 

 
Development Assoc./Faith Relations 

Coordinator 
Maria Zuleta,  x104 
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Volunteer Coordinator 

Ron Crampton, x108 
ronc@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org 

 
Case Manager/Program Assistant 

Karen Abram x 106 
karena@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org  

 
Emergency Housing Coordinator 

Claudia Nieto, x107 

Food Security Program Associate 
Claudia Nieto, x301 

claudian@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org  
 

Food Security Program Manager 
Isaac Vega, 909.622.3806 x201 

isaacv@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org  
 

Farmers’ Market Manager (contract) 
Harry Brown-Hiegel, 310-621-0336 

 

Save the Date: 42nd Annual Walk for the Hungry  

Our 42nd Annual Walk for the Hungry will be on Sunday, October 11, 2015. Please be 
sure to save the date. We would love to hear if you and your group will 
be attending. Please feel free to contact Maria Zuleta at 909-622-3806 
x104 or mariaz@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org and let her know that 
you will be participating! Our materials will be ready in the next couple 
of months, so get your walking shoes ready and join us in October. It 
will be here before you know it! 

Blessings …… 

 

“Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring.” 
-Proverbs 27:1- 

Solomon’s words in the Book of Proverbs remind us that tomorrow 
is promised to no man.  These words hit home recently when my 
loved one faced an unexpected, life-threatening health emergency.  
Praise God, we have been blessed with a wonderful medical team 
and my loved one is expected to make a full recovery, but I believe a true 
understanding of life’s fragility will forever remain with my family and me.  

This situation has also reminded me of the importance of having my family’s affairs 
in order.  It is important to both my husband and I that we leave a lasting legacy for 
the ones we love and the causes for which we are most passionate.  I know many of 
you share this desire, and so I thought it appropriate to share with you about Inland 
Valley Hope Partners’ Circle of Hope.   

The Circle of Hope is Hope Partner’s legacy society designed to allow you, our 
partners, the opportunity to keep your values and your mission alive forever.  When 
you include Inland Valley Hope Partners in your estate plans, you become a Circle of 
Hope member and help guarantee that our agency will be able to provide our area’s 
homeless and hungry people with the help and supportive services they need for 
many years to come.  For more information on making your planned gift to Inland 
Valley Hope Partners, please contact our development department.   

We thank you for your continued support and generosity to our agency and those 
we serve! 

Blessings, 

Wytske G. Visser 
President/CEO 



This month’s grocery store food drive will be at the Stater Bros. in Claremont on Saturday and Sunday, 
May 16th and 17th from  10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  We hope you can stop by and purchase an extra item for a 
family in need.  Volunteers are still needed as well!  If interested, please contact us at 909-622-3806 x. 
#108 or vcoordinator@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org.   

The Farmers’ Market will be having its Annual Salsa Contest on July 11, 2015.  Details are 
available Saturday mornings at the market (located on the corner of Garey and Pearl in 
Pomona).  There will be a  $100 prize, and participants may only use ingredients from the 
market (unless not available at the market).  The salsa contest will be judged by our 
customers.    
 
Also, the WIC FMNP (Farmers' Market Nutrition Program) will begin in mid-May.  For more 
information, see Harry Brown-Hiegel at the market.   

Farmers’ Market to Host Salsa Contest 

Melanie—Melanie’s story reminds us that homelessness is no respecter of persons.  Less than a year ago, Melanie, a single 
mother with a one year old child,  was an accounts payable representative with a big corporation.  Yes, she lived paycheck to 
paycheck, but she managed to provide for herself and her child.  That is until an unexpected job loss caused her to lose her 
income and her home.  Without a proper support system in place, she found herself homeless and stranded in Victorville with 
her young son.  She heard about Inland Valley Hope Partners’ Our House Shelter and reached out for help to get her life back 
on track.   
 
While in the shelter, Melanie was able to obtain employment with Volunteers of America, get a new apartment and even 
purchase a car.  We are so proud of the work Melanie has done to rebuild her life.  We wish you and your son the best! 

Shelter Success Story  

What’s Happening at Hope Partners? 

19th Annual Golf Classic 

Our 19th Annual Golf Tournament will take place on Thursday, May 14th at the 
Sierra Lakes Golf Club in Fontana.  We are excited to see all our sponsors and golfers 
out on the links in support of Hope Partners and the hungry and homeless children 
and families we serve.  Registration will begin at 11 a.m. with a shotgun start at 1:00 
p.m.   The tournament will feature lunch by Tommy’s Burgers, on-course contests 
and auction and raffle prizes at the evening banquet.   
 
We are thankful to our Presenting Sponsor Pacific Western Bank and many others 
who make this event possible.  A complete list of our sponsors and partners will be 
featured in next month’s issue.   

Snack Bags for the Homeless Available for Distribution 
Thanks to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, we have snack bags that can be distributed to 
the homeless in the community.  Containing snacks, water, information on our food pantries and a 211 
resource card, these snack bags are perfect to keep in your car and pass out to homeless individuals you 
encounter asking for assistance by the side of the road or as part of an outreach activity.   
 
If interested, please contact our Development Department to schedule a time to pick some up! 
 

Kami Newman                                     Maria Zuleta 
 909-622-3806 x105                            909-622-3806 x104 

Grocery Store Food Drive   



Our Wonderful Partners in Action 

Community Senior Services  

We would like to thank the volunteers and workers at 
Community Senior Services in Claremont for bagging bulk 
items for us. We receive bulk items such as dried fruit, nuts, 
chocolate, and more from Torn & Glasser in Pomona. The 
group bagged the bulk items into smaller family-size bags in 
order for us to distribute these food items to families in 
need.  This group will be partnering with us each month to 
help with this activity. Thank you so much for your help. 

On Saturday, April 18th, 
Chaffey High School 
ROTC along with 
Council Member Debra 
Dorst-Porada from the 
City of Ontario and 
Ontario Kiwanis planted 10 trees on the south side of our 
SOVA food pantry.  Thank you so much for this great effort! 

Tree Planting at SOVA 

Spotlight on Faith Communities  

La Verne Church of the 
Brethren filled up our 
donation boxes and 

donated multiple boxes 
of cereal to the Beta 

food security site.  
 

Claremont United Church of Christ donated 24 
bags and 3 boxes of food. Claremont Presbyterian 

donated 3 boxes of 
bread, 16 bags of food, 
and some cereal to feed 
the hungry at our food 

security sites. 

Thank you so much for all your support and for having faith in the work that we do! 



Do you designate your grocery store rewards?  Please consider designating 
them to Inland Valley Hope Partners.  That way you can help us feed the hungry 
by buying your own groceries! 
 
Want an easy way to help? Go to goodsearch.com and set up your browser’s 
search engine with Goodsearch.  Designate us as your charity of choice and we’ll 
receive 1¢ for every search you make.  Easy.  Also, their Goodshop feature 
donates a percentage back for online purchases through major retailers and 
GoodDining does the same for restaurants! 
 
Have a car in the driveway you don’t use, or a boat?  Put it to use!  Donate it to 
us through Cars 4 Causes and turn that eyesore into emergency food or shelter 
for clients in our community.  Please keep and send us a copy of the receipt! 
 
If you’re not doing so already, follow us on Facebook (Inland Valley Hope 
Partners) and Twitter (@HopePartners).  We will keep you informed about our 
latest efforts and current volunteer opportunities. 

Other Clever Ways to Give... 

Do you shop on Amazon? Do you have an Amazon account? Now you 
can help Inland Valley Hope Partners by choosing us as your charitable 
organization of choice.  Through the AmazonSmile program, Amazon will 
donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to Inland Valley Hope 
Partners or another charitable organization of your choice.   
 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service.  Support Inland Valley Hope 
Partners by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com.  

Different Ways to Help Inland Valley Hope Partners 

Support Hope Partners by Shopping Amazon Smile  

Become a Monthly Donor  

When you commit to a monthly gift, you are committing to making a lasting difference in the lives of our neighbors in need.  
Your monthly donation provides Hope Partners with a consistent, reliable source of funding, allowing us to take a planned, 
long-term approach to helping our community’s hungry and homeless children and families.   
 
It’s so easy to become a monthly donor!   Just go to the donation page on our website (www.InlandValleyHopePartners.org) 
and select “monthly” under the recurring donation option near the top of the form.   Or simply give us a call, and we’ll enroll 
you in our monthly giving program!  Your donation will automatically be deducted from your credit card or checking account 
each month.   
 
Become a monthly donor today and enjoy:  
 Hassle-free monthly donations  Automatic donation from your credit card or checking account 
 Acknowledgement for tax purposes  The ability to change or suspend your donation at any time  
 And most important, the knowledge that your donation is making an impact in the lives of children and families in 
 need today and throughout the year!  
 
For more information contact Kami Newman in the Development Department at 909-622-3806 x. 105 or at 
kamin@inlandvalleyhopepartners.org.  
 

http://www.InlandValleyHopePartners.org


Have you remembered to include 
Inland Valley Hope Partners in your 
will?  Consider leaving a legacy that 
will feed the hungry and shelter the 
homeless for  years to  
come. 

April  Donors 

 

In Honor Of 

 

Hope Partners Doing Gods Work 

By: Buie Kindle 

 

Bill Landecena 

By: Ted & Carol Powl  

 

 

In Memory Of 

 

Mary Ball 

 By: Elisabeth Walker  

 

Harry Brunger 

    By: Marilyn Brunger  

 

Ernesto Cantu 

By: Rosita Cantu  

 

Lew Ellenhorn 

By: Stephen & Sandra Glass 

 

Chris Grunnet 

By: Jane Ellen Grunnet  

 

Ralph Lightbody  

By: Audrey Lightbody 

 

Robert Shorthill  

By: James & Rose Murphy  

$100,000+ 
Weingart Foundation 

$25,000+ 
The  Ralph M. Parsons Foundation 

$3,000+ 
Religious Society of Friends (Quaker) 

$2,000+ 
Claremont Presbyterian Church 

Molly's Souper, Inc. 
Mary  Westlake 

$1,000+ 
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

Safelite Auto Glass Foundation 
Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center 

First Presbyterian Church 
Claremont United Church of Christ 

Vicenti, Lloyd & Stutzman - Wade McMullen 
Union Bank Foundation 
Ted and Wytske  Visser 
Inter Valley Health Plan 

MasterCard - Dianna  Powell 
Diamond Bar Senior Citizens Club 

$500+ 
Thread At Work - Linda & Jerry Cook 

Sunshine Growers Nursery 
Vincent  A.  Goymerac  DDS, Inc. - Rancho 

Dentistry 
La Verne Church of the Brethren 

Our Lady of the Assumption Catholic Church 
Steven & Patricia  Smith 

Kristin  Fossum 
Ian & Sarah  Richardson 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  Friends 
Northminster Presbyterian Church 

First Christian Church Ontario 
Upland Christian Church 

Jane  L.  White 
$200+ 

Yoss Allen Jonavic - John Allen 
Richard & Luann  Jensen 

Judith M  Ochsner 
Jolanthe  Schretlen 

HUB/Talbot Insurance & Financial Services -
 Monica Keehfuss 

Audrey  Lightbody  Joyce Lightbody 
Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren 

Stephen & Sandra  Glass 
Stephen & Bonnie  Lambert 
Richard & Elaine  Newton 

Michael & Emily  Fay 
Eleanor  Martindale 

Amy and Steve  Duncan 
$100+ 

New Covenant Fellowship 
First United Methodist Church - Upland 

Morgan and Connie  Sly 
Joanne  Mc Candless 

Temple Beth Israel of Pomona Valley 
William and Patricia  Reed 

Teresita  Gomez 
Ted and Carol  Powl 

Sharonda  White 
Ruth  Henzie  Elizabeth H. Graham 

Paul & Opal  Wilkinson 

Patrick  Glover 
Linda & Robert  Liebing 

Joseph & Ferne  Schechter 
Joan  Schell 
I-Kuen  Yen 

Frank and Victoria  Glavan 
Frances  Shorrock 
Donna  Wanless 

Don & Jeannie  Samuels 
David  M  Reed 
Britton  Miller 
Other Giving 

Rock of the Foothills Lutheran Church 
Frank & Marsha  Cookingham 

First Christian Church - Pomona 
Wes & Lynne  Chapin 

Sempra Foundation/Employee Giving Network -
 Francisco J. Urtasun 

Rizek & Alice  Abusharr 
Richard & Cindy  Trubey 
Noel & Irma  Nazareno 

Monte Vista Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
Leon & Peggy  Silberberger 

Laureate Kappa Rho-Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi 
Larry & Jeanine  Robertson 
John and Maxine  Denham 

John & Nancy  Hendon 
John & Kathleen  Dourley 

Jim & Marci  Ellison 
Janice & Raymond  L  Wheeler 

James & Rose  Murphy 
Helen  George 
Eileen  Ansari 

Doug & Judy  Lewis 
Carl  Bahnsen, Jr. 
Barbara  Nelson 

Unity Church of Truth 
Rosita  Cantu 

David & Betty  Jamieson 
Combined Federal Campaign LA Area 

Kroger 
Revs.  Michael & Julie  Fronk 

Northkirk Presbyterian Church 
Mary  Barnes 

Hans and Jane  Hehnke 
Dorothy & Albert  Goodman 
Clayton & Frieda  Simpson 

Truist 
Scott & Maria  Duncan 

Robert & Mary Pat  Hauducoeur 
Marjorie  Stoddard 
Marilyn  Brunger 

Lucille Terry  Hobart 
Diana  Mc Elvy 
Buie  E  Kindle 

Barbara  Mensendiek 
B. J.  Barnes  Mt. San Antonio Gardens 

Murray & Carmen  Abramovitz 
Lisa  Delgadillo 

Philip  Mann 
Margaret  Mathies/Edward Copeland 

Jane Ellen  Grunnet 
Kenneth  Hougland 

Sue  Rector 

Lola  Taylor/Bill McAllister 
Elisabeth  Walker 
Edris  Boyll-Kuzia 

Alan and Lyn  Shaible 
Mary  E  Gindhart 

 
 
 



Computer & Networking Specialist
Tim C. Tipping - President

951.315.7572
tim@lodestarsystems.com
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ALL DRY-CLEANING DONE ON PREMISES
Alterations • Drapery Cleaning

Wedding Gown Specialist
10% Discount with Coupon

FRANTZ
CLEANERS

Established 1876

Pomona Valley Memorial Park
Pomona Cemetery and Mausoleum

Pre-Need Arrangements • Witness Cremation
502 E. Franklin Ave. • Pomona, CA 91766

909-622-2029 
www.pomonacemetery.com

$1000 REGULAR 
MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL 

One time $1000 Initiation Fee to 
become a full Regular Member of  Sierra 

La Verne Country Club
Please call 

Evelyn Hernandez at 
(909) 596-2100 ext. 10 or 

membership@sierralavernecc.com
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Return Service Requested 

Sova  
Albertson's Supermarket  
Christian Science Church - 

Upland   
Donna Chadwick  
Donuts Express   

First United Methodist 
Church  - Upland   

Jason Van Noy - All State 
Insurance  

Linda & Bob Liebing  
Mary Wiese  

Our Lady of the Assumption   
Pomona Unified School 

District   
St. George Church   
Torn & Glasser Inc   

Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

 
Beta 

Carolyn Mayfield 
Claremont Center for 

Spiritual Living 

Claremont First Baptist 
Church  

Claremont Presbyterian 
Church  

Claremont United Methodist 
Church  

First Baptist Church of 
Claremont 

Ganesha H.S. 
Jack Mills 

La Verne Church of the 
Brethren  

Monte Vista Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation  
Northminster Presbyterian 

Church   
Our Lady of the Assumption  

Peace & Carrots  
Pilgrim Place Claremont 

Pomona Fellowship Church of 
the Brethren  

Pomona First Baptist 
Quail Creek Condo Assoc. 

St Ambrose Church  

Teresia Santee 
Walter Lourdez 

 
Claremont  
Allisun Coe 
Amy's Farm 

Anaissa Sprague 
City of Claremont  

Kristina Waugh 
 

San Dimas  
Barbara Silbert 

Faith Lutheran Church 
Fresh & Easy 
Galen Young 

Geta Nezgorestky 
James Rivera 

La Verne Heights 
Presbyterian 

La Verne United Methodist 
Church 

Lordsburg Foundation 
Maria 

Nolan & Carolyn Gomm 

Rock of the Foothills 
Lutheran Church 

San Dimas Senior Citizen Club 
San Dimas United Methodist 
San Dimas United Church of 

Christ 
St John Episcopal Church La 

Verne 
The Justice Family 

 
Administration/ Housing 

Office  
Anderson's Carpet Services 

First Christian Church 
Pomona 

Jenn Murray 
Linda Jones 

Rita Kent 
 

Thank You All!  

(In-Kind Donations for 

April) 




